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| SHAKTIMAYEE FOUNDATION: NURTURING
DREAMS OF RURAL WOMEN AT LANJIGARH

In today's world when collective efforts like SHG's and Cooperatives and are at
times foundering due to a complex set of problems emerging out of govermnance
issues and social complexities, the emergence of Shaktimayee Foundation in a
remote area like Lanjigarh with a sustainable membership base of nearly 3000
women has reassured the conviction that collective effort pays. A path where
empowerment is the only milestone and discovering new opportunities is the only
script engraved in the heart, the journey so far has no locking back. Taking every
step ahead with confidence and utmost focus towards the goal have encouraged
the women members to run “Shaktimayee Foundation™ and strive forward for a
progressive life.

The federation has come up under the aegis of an innovative and unigue model
coined ‘PROJECT SAKHI' Under the CSR initiatives of Vedanta Limited,
Lanjigarh. With an aim to provide sustainable livelihoods sclutions to the poor
communities who have been a part of this plant's establishment process, the
project was started with the technical support of Mahashakti Foundation in 2015.
Being implemented in 40 villages of Lanjigarh, covering 2976 members in 275
SHGs (Self Help Groups), it is going to be one of the largest SHG model in the
region which shows its real fragrance of operation.

With the inclusion of various schemes and projects, the level of empowerment
among the women in the surrounding region increased tremendously and with
each step, the women are striving for progressive success. Support in the forms of
technical assistance, exposure to new skills and activities, as well as field
exposure and field experts brought in immense productive levels in the women.

The federation also provides various capacity building supports, business
development services (BDS) as well as financial services to its members for
augmenting their diversified livelihoods. This has resulted in the formation of group-
and individual-based entrepreneurial activities for the SHG members.
Income-generating activities such as phenyl making, turmeric processor, Papad and
vadi making, dairy farming, vegetable cultivation efc.; individually, income-generating
activities include Kirana stores, tea stalls, Xerox shops etc. are being promoted to
empower rural women in partnership with partnering NGO Mahashakti Foundation,
Through these livelihood and income-generating activities, the SHG members can
earn a good amount of money to support their families. In addition to this, Vedanta has
also provided a system of bringing awareness and supporting the SHG members
through SHG bank linkage, further to bring sustainability to the federation and its
livelihoods programs. With the support from Vedanta, 'Shakteemayee Foundation” is
gaining its strength day by day. As a result of this intervention by Vedanta's livelihood
promation program, the women have understood the concept of self-governance and
self-sustained institution, sensed the leadership traits, engaged in different productive
micro enterprises and increased their income levels for a better standard of living.
Along with this, Tribal painting is another activity which has been initiated to train
young girls in their diminishing traditional art and adapt to the contemporary market
and enable them to earn for their livelihood. Around thirty tribal girls are being trained
into tribal painting. The skill building and the processing is helping them in leaming
how to draw and paint on fabric, pots, walls, clothes. With the completion of training,
artisan cards and registration in government records as artisans, along with
presenting them in exhibitions and fairs, will bring these girls recognition. Such
interventions have gained the trust among the rural women who have transformed
their life from homemaker to entrepreneurs. The synergy co-existing between the
community and the company has brought smiles on so many faces in the community
at large. Dream of a developed rural-India is steadily becoming a reality for the
women in this region. Through collective social integration, true sense of
empowerment and development can be heari-felt in the days to come.
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® JINDAL*'

TMT REBARS

The future
of construction is here!

PRESENTING JINDAL PANTHER™ 550D - THE NEW BENCHMARK IN TMT REBARS.

* Enhanced Strength

 Rich Chemistry

* (leaner Steel

* Minimum 5% Saving On Steel*
« Superior Properties

» World Class Technology

Now buy online at
www.jindalpanther.com

A PRODUCT OF JINDAL STEEL & POWER LIMITED F 55‘}D
Toll Free: 1800-208-2008 | www.jindalpanther.com | sales@jindalpanther.com e Y

QQ | @c@a 90T
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Wholly owned by Cooperatives Colden Jubilee

50 Gotidon Uears of IFFCO

Dedicated to
Farmer, Agriculture, Cooperative and Rural Development

Neem Coated Urea | NPK | DAP | NP | Bio Fertiliser | Water Soluble Fertiliser | Micro Nutrient Fertiliser

Follow us :

[_} (1 Tube] [__ngL

iffcolive.com

IFFCO Sadan, C-1 District Centre, Saket Place, New Delhi - 110017, INDIA
Phones : 91-11-26510001, 91-11-42592626. Website : www.iffco.coop

‘m INDIAN FARMERS FERTILISER COOPERATIVE LIMITED

Wholly Owned by Cooperatives
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